
GOLF COURSE COMMITTEE NOTES – FEBRUARY 24, 2020 

  

The Golf Course Committee met Monday evening to cover a wide range of 

topics.  I’d like to share them with you below.  The meeting lasted 

approximately an hour and 15 minutes. 

  

• Flags/pin placements – The Committee decided to go ahead with the 

“front-back-center” pin placements in order to give the turf 

management team more area to work with when changing the pins 

instead of the “pin position number” we have been using for some 

time.  We heard no negative comments from the members when 

presented to several groups.  We also approved the new flag design with 

the colors being red-yellow-blue signifying “front-back-center”.  Kraig 

is working with Kevin to make sure scorecards reflect the new placements 

when they’re ordered.  We did, however, hear a few questions about “why 

spend the money?”.    Fact is, flags, flag sticks and cups are typically 

every year so the money is always budgeted.  This year only flags will be 

bought to save money.  It is the opinion of the Committee that it is 

important to the overall look of the course/club for these to always 

appear fresh and in good condition. 

   

•  Perry Maxwell – As you may already know, it was discovered our 

course was designed by Perry Maxwell.  I had no idea who he was until I 

googled him; and come to find out, it’s kind of a big deal if he designed a 

course.  Kraig is investigating to see what, if anything, is involved if we 

use this for our flags, scorecards, etc.  I have included a link at the 

bottom for your review. I strongly recommend reading this as it is most 



impressive. **UPDATE – After doing the research, it’s discovered 

we will indeed be able to use this on our flags and scorecards. 

               https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perry_Maxwell 

   

• Fairways – Many have asked if we will aerify our fairways this year, and 

the answer is yes.  This will be done at least once this year and more if 

time and workforce permit. 

   

• Ladies' new tee box on #8 – Several weeks ago Kraig and I met with 

Nancy Ragland about a new tee box for the ladies on #8.  It will be 

located about 120-135 yards out.  A concern was protecting our course 

rating, but Kevin has that worked out.  Construction of the tee box will 

begin as soon as weather and workforce permit.  It will be done using in 

house labor and supplies.  The Ladies' League offered to help pay for the 

construction; but since it can be done in house, it was suggested they use 

their money for other projects around the club.  Thanks, ladies! 

   

• Sprinkler on 18 pond – The sprinkler doesn’t work, and the repair is 

estimated to cost as much as a new sprinkler we think.  We agreed we’d 

like to have a sprinkler here, but one significant enough to really be seen 

is estimated to cost between $2,000-2,500.  Kraig is getting a more exact 

cost.  Once we know this, we can look at ways to pay for it.  

   

• Sand Silo -  The sand silo located off #11 isn’t used for anything and is 

only taking up space.  The club paid $15,500 for this several years ago at 

https://rhccgolf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=72c5f2b5e5bf2b0bdf2f59ef4&id=78e04c98b3&e=2fec81b37c


the suggestion of Bob Brame, agronomist for the USGA; and it was only 

used for a short time.  Our thought is to try to sell it.  Kraig isn’t sure 

what it would bring but says to keep our expectations low because of the 

expense of transportation but it does have some value.  I’ve tried 

contacting the broker used when we bought it, and they’re out of 

business; and I can’t seem to get a response from the manufacturer.  A 

motion was made by me (John Rikel) to the board and carried via email 

on Wednesday 2/26 to explore the sale of this.  The money would be 

reinvested back into the golf course when/if it’s sold. 

   

• Concrete tee markers – Some of these are leaning, the worst and most 

visible is on #9 tee box; but several are getting noticeable. This doesn’t 

affect play and isn’t a safety hazard yet but it just looks bad pulling in the 

entrance.   Kraig says correcting this isn’t a huge deal.  They will need to 

be lifted with the skid steer, underneath repaired, then placed back in the 

ground. Committee member Matt Ihnen is going to provide the straps 

needed to remove them. 

   

• Erosion problems – As you are aware, there are SEVERAL places that 

have to be addressed and soon.  After consulting with engineers at his 

job, committee member Chad Stoerger presented several options to 

us.  Right now we will be putting the best “band-aid” on them until we 

can afford a more permanent solution, but we still expect the repairs to 

last a couple of years.  The first priorities will be the drainage collar on #6 

as it is eroding underneath the cart path and the area to the right of #7 

green because it’s a potential safety hazard to members and 

employees.  Moving forward Chad, Kraig and the rest of the Committee 

will assign priority.  



   

• Bunkers -  A lengthy discussion took place concerning our bunkers.  We 

feel as a committee we have 2 jobs. A)  Make the current bunkers as 

playable as possible until we can reach and afford a permanent 

solution.  Kraig already has ideas of drainage for the existing bunkers, 

and sand will be brought in to make them as playable and presentable as 

possible.  We suggested #13 be the first hole to start on with drainage 

and repair as it brings the most criticism and seems to be the 

worst, (followed closely by #5).  B)  We need to develop a detailed plan 

going forward for a permanent solution.  One option is Kraig says he can 

do this in house over the next couple of years at a substantial 

savings.  There was also talk of some of the bunkers being removed that 

never come into play to make maintenance easier and less 

expensive.  Nothing has been decided yet with the exception of making 

them as playable and presentable as possible for the foreseeable 

future.  If you have comments, concerns or suggestions about the 

bunkers, PLEASE let us know. We would love to hear your thoughts.  ** 

UPDATE – As of 6:30 this morning, the drainage was restored to 

working order in the two bunkers on #13.  The Turf Management 

Team will begin an “overhaul” of these bunkers and would like to 

use them as a model for the remaining bunkers if we like what we 

see. 

   

• Pin placement changes -  A question was brought to the Committee 

regarding the lack of pin placement changes during the past several 

winter months. The goal “in season” is to change them at least 3 times a 

week and in most cases 4 times.  During the spring and summer, we have 

the staff so this can be done on a regularly scheduled basis.  However, 

during the winter the staff goes from 11-12 down to 2-3 and changing the 



pin placements falls way down on the priority list.  If you’ve been reading 

the weekly updates, you are aware this has been a busy off season for 

the Turf Management Team; and they have accomplished many things.  If 

it takes ten minutes a hole, changing pin locations will take 3 hours to 

properly complete.  Although we want to keep all members happy, the 

golf traffic is much lower in the winter months; and it’s the Committee’s 

thought that these 3 hours can be better used for the many things that 

have been done and continue to be done to offer the best possible course 

in the spring and summer.  The pins will be changed in the off season but 

much less frequently.  I hope this explanation helps.  If anyone has any 

further questions or input on this or anything else, please feel free to 

approach anyone on the committee. 

  

  
Member Pride Project Update 

  
According to the committee handling the Member Pride Project, donations are 
still coming in; and construction has begun.  If you have pledged money or 

intend to donate, please see Terry Porter, Joe Chambers, Greg Metzger or Lisa 
Dapp to make arrangements.  The next project was going to be a similar area 

for viewing installed above 18 green but instead I have some GREAT NEWS TO 
REPORT!  The Committee has informed me that due to the generosity of our 

membership, enough money has been pledged to complete BOTH projects at 
the same time! This says SO much about our members!  Imagine this spring 

just how good our club will look! 
  

*Member Pride Projects have nothing to do with the golf course or its budget. 
  

  
Our membership drive is gaining momentum.  Please keep spreading the word 

about our club and all the good things happening at RHCC!  Continue to like and 
share us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 

  
  
Thanks, 

 
The Golf Course Committee 

  
Ronnie Hall 



Terry Sorrell 
Benny Brown 

Chris Griffin 
Matt Ihnen 

Chad Stoerger 
John Rikel 270-217-2952 

  


